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Published to advance the Science of cold-blooded vertebrates 



TIIK ^^()1{ACITY OF THE SOUTH 
A:\IE1UCAN IIOPITAS 

]\Iany of the suckev-like and carp-like Ciiaraeiiis, 
siieli as Procltilodus and Lcporiittis when ean<>ht in 
tlie seine will lie (piietly dormant, hot IlopUas, if per- 
mitted to remain nndistnrhed, is almost certain to 
bite its way out. This habit, said to he fairly common 
in the fishes of the Amazonian basin, is not often 
found in the fishes of the Pacific coastal streams. 

In jMay, 1913, when upon the Landon Ex])cdi- 
tion of Indiana University, I Avas collecting in the 
Kio San .Tuan of Western Colombia. One morning 
at one of the Indian ranchos, Avhere we had ])assed 
the night, one of the Indians brought in a large Hop- 
lias, which he had evidently canght Avith hook and 
line and had dispatched by the crash of a machete 
thi'ough its brain. This specimen measured about 
tAA^enty inches and had the abdomen greatly distended. 
The indians called my attention to this and u])on 
o])cning the fish, Ave took out an eight-inch catfish 
{Pimdodas tvagticri) . This, Avith the liead of its ca]>- 
tor, I procured in exchange for a fcAv fish-hooks and 
they are noAv in the Mirseum of Indiana UniA^ersity. 

Like most of the South American eatfishes, Pime- 
lodiis is equi])])cd Avith a A^ery sharp doi-sal and strong 
jagged pectoral spines. Jnst hoAv IlopUas can man- 
age to capture these fishes is not knoAvii, It is quite 
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possible that the remarks ol* llari*ini>*ton [American 
Naturalist XXXIII, 181)1), p. 72l] al)out the Afri- 
eau PoUj ptcriis may also apply to llopUas. 

.Vktiiuk \\k lIi:xN, 

xWto ro/*A‘, A. r. 



XOTKS OF TllK FISJIKS OF TIIK TEE- 
DEE KIVEK BASIN, NOliTll AND 
SOFTII CABOEINA. 



DuriiiL>* the last week of ]\Iareh and the first week 
of i\])ril, IDK), the writer made a journey by eanoe 
from near Finebluff, N. C., to (Jeorp;'etown, S. C., 
following** the Lumbee, Eumbei’, Little Peedee, Big* 
Peedee, and Whieeamaw liivers. The following is a 
list of fishes o))sei*ved. No attemj)t was made at sys- 
tematic eolleeting, and the only a])pai*atus used was 
a small dip-net, and oeeasionally a hook and line. 

iVll i*eeords, unless otlierwise mentioned, are 
from the Ijittle Peedee River, between its junctions 
witli the Lumber and the Big l^eedee. 

1. ^Imiatns cuJviis (Linnaeus). single ex- 
ami)le, about 2 feet long Avas taken in an overfloAV 
]:k)o 1 near the rivei’ on ^V[)ril 1st. It was guai’ding 
its nest, in ^vhieh the young were just hatching. 

2. Amciurus i)Iatpccj)li(ilns (Oii*ai*d). Abun- 
dant. Many examples taken on hook and line. 

8. Schilbcodcs insicjuis (Richardson). One ex- 
ample, 40 mm. long. 

4. CatOrStoniiis commcrsoun (Laeepede). Two 
examples, 44 and 57 mm. long. 

5. Krimipzo)! rsncctta (Laeepede). One exam- 
ple, about 9 inches long, seen in a gill net. Tlie colora- 
tion was very brilliant, apju’bacliing that of Perea 
flaveseens, 

G. MOiTostoma s]). Abundant. INIany seen in 
the possession of natives. None examined. 



